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SUBJECT: GOB ENDS REMAINING PRESS CENSORSHIP 

REF BRASILIA 1151 

1 . PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SPOKESMAN COL LUDWIG CONFIRMED AFTERNOON 
JUNE 8 THAT GOB FORMALLY ENDED REMAINING CENSORSHIP ON ALL WRITTEN 
MEDIA EARLIER THIS WEEK. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, DIRECT CENSORSHIP 

OF MOST WRITTEN MEDIA ENDED IN NOVEMBER 1975. ONLY PUBLICATIONS 
REMAINING UNDER CENSORSHIP UNTIL THIS WEEK WERE: A) RIO'S MORNING 
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DAAILY "TRIBUNA DA IMPRENSA" (LEFTIST, STRONGLY CRITICAL OF GOB); 

B) SAO PAULO WEEKLY TABLOID "MOVIMENTO" (MARXIST RADICAL, TENDING 
TO MAOIST); AND C) "O SAO PAULO", OFFICIAL ORGAN OF ARCHDIOCESE 
OF SAO PAULO, WHICH ENCOMPASSED VIEWS RANGING FROM FAR RIGHT TO 
FAR LEFT OF POLITICAL SPECTRUM, OFTEN CIRTICAL OF GOB. 

2. JUNE 9 EDITORIAL REACTION HAS, IN GENERAL, BEEN ONE OF QUALIFIED 
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PRAISE FOR GOB'S ' MOST WELCOME BUT TARDY” DECISION. RIO'S 
LARGE JORNAL DO BRASIL. HOWEVER. RESPONDED WITH GENEROUS PRAISE FOR 
PRESIDENT GEISEL WHO, PAPER STATED, PERSONALLY INSISTED ON ENDING 
CENSORSHIP DESPITE STRONG PRESSURES FROM UNIDENTIFIED "POLITICAL 
ALLIES AND COLLABORATORS”. 

3. COMMENT: DIRECT BUT ERRATIC "ON PREMISES" CENSORSHIP OF PRESS 
BEGAN DAY AFTER ISSUANCE OF INSTITUTIONAL ACT NO.5 ON DECEMBER 
13, 1968. CENSORSHIP WAS SYSTEMATIZED ON SEPTEMBER 14, 1972, 

(DURING MEDICI ADMINISTRATION) AND WAS APPLIED THROUGHOUT MEDIA 
UNTIL NOVEMBER 1, 1975, WHEN (UNDER GEISEL) IT WAS LIFTED ON ALL 

BUT ABOVE THREE PUBLICATIONS. ECONOMIC PRESSURES AND OTHER INDIECT 
FORMS OF CENSHRSHIP REMAIN AVAILABLE TO GOB, OF COURSE, BUT WE ARE 
NOT AWARE OF ANY COMPLAINTS ON THIS SCORE OVER PAST TWO AND A HALF 
YEARS. IN CONFIRMING GOB'S DECISION, WHICH WAS APPRENTLY MADE KNOWN 
TO AFFECTED PUBLICATIONS IN VERY INFORMAL MANNER, COL. LUDWIG 
SAID MEASURE WAS TAKEN IN CONTEXT OF THE "GRADUALISM AND PROGRESSIVE 
M 

OF THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL OPENING BEING CONDUCTED BY 
PRESIDENT GEISEL ". 

4. AS REPORTED EARLIER (REFTEL, GOB HAS SINCE JANUARY RELAXED ITS 
DIRECT CENSORHIP OF RADIO AND TV. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH POLITICAL 
NEWS REPORTING HAS INCREASED ON ELECTRONIC MEDIA, LATTER IS STILL 
VERY MUCH UNDER CONTROL. MOST RECENT EXAMPLE WAS APPARENTLY 
EXPLICIT PROHIBITION AGAINST COVERING LAST MONTH'S 
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METALWORKERS’ STRIKES IN SAO PAULO. BEYOND THAT, STATION OWNERS 
CAREFULLY APPLY SELF-CENSORSHIP TO THE CONTENT OF THEIR PROGRAMS. 
SAYRE 
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